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Table 2
Descriptive Statistics of Three Cohorts - Ⅱ

Variable Cohort Level N Sharing (%)

H
ig

he
st

 E
du

ca
tio

n 
Le

ve
l

1961–1970 Primary 7,963 56.5%

1961–1970 Junior High 3,896 27.6%

1961–1970 Senior High 2,080 14.8%

1961–1970 Graduate 162 1.1%

1971–1980 Primary 5,062 46.4%

1971–1980 Junior High 3,361 30.8%

1971–1980 Senior High 1,964 18.0%

1971–1980 Graduate 514 4.7%

1981–1990 Primary 2,238 24.6%

1981–1990 Junior High 3,385 37.2%

1981–1990 Senior High 2,659 29.2%

1981–1990 Graduate 814 8.9%

Li
fe

-c
ou

rs
e 

Ti
m

in
g

1961–1970 Early-childbearing 3,259 23.1%

1961–1970 Regular-window 10,155 72.0%

1961–1970 Delayed-childbearing 687 4.9%

1971–1980 Early-childbearing 2,294 21.0%

1971–1980 Regular-window 8,001 73.4%

1971–1980 Delayed-childbearing 606 5.6%

1981–1990 Early-childbearing 1,987 21.8%

1981–1990 Regular-window 6,864 75.5%

1981–1990 Delayed-childbearing 245 2.7%

W
he

th
er

 E
m

pl
oy

ed

1961–1970 Employed 11,595 82.2%

1961–1970 Unemployed 2,506 17.8%

1971–1980 Employed 9,720 89.2%

1971–1980 Unemployed 1,181 10.8%

1981–1990 Employed 6,732 74.0%

1981–1990 Unemployed 2,364 26.0%



Variable Cohort Level N Sharing (%)

H
uk

ou
1961–1970 Rural 10,497 74.4%

1961–1970 Urban 3,604 25.6%

1971–1980 Rural 7,735 71.0%

1971–1980 Urban 3,166 29.0%

1981–1990 Rural 6,940 76.3%

1981–1990 Urban 2,156 23.7%

R
ep

la
ce

m
en

t-l
ev

el
 F

er
til

ity 1961–1970 No ( <2 ) 6,555 46.5%

1961–1970 Yes ( ≥2 ) 7,546 53.5%

1971–1980 No ( <2 ) 5,098 46.8%

1971–1980 Yes ( ≥2 ) 5,803 53.2%

1981–1990 No ( <2 ) 5,185 57.0%

1981–1990 Yes ( ≥2 ) 3,911 43.0%

Continued on the next page
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Table 4
Logit Estimates of Progression to Replacement-Level Fertility by Birth Cohort 

B SE OR 95% CI p

Intercept 1.97 0.515 7.17 [2.62, 19.73] 0.000*** 

Cohort (ref. = 1961-1970)

Cohort 1971-1980 0.02 0.045 1.02 [0.93, 1.11] 0.720 

Cohort 1981-1990 -0.22 0.021 0.8 [0.77, 0.84] 0.000*** 

Highest Education Level (ref. = Primary)

Junior High -0.81 0.056 0.44 [0.4, 0.5] 0.000*** 

Senior High 0.12 0.042 1.12 [1.03, 1.22] 0.005** 

Graduate 0.07 0.029 1.07 [1.01, 1.14] 0.014* 

Life-course Timing (ref. = Early-childbearing)

Regular-window -0.01 0.068 0.99 [0.87, 1.13] 0.908 

Delayed-childbearing -0.03 0.054 0.97 [0.87, 1.08] 0.560 

Whether Employed 0.05 0.041 1.05 [0.97, 1.14] 0.233 

Income Ranking in Cohort -0.19 0.014 0.83 [0.81, 0.85] 0.000*** 

First-child Birth Age -0.13 0.041 0.88 [0.81, 0.95] 0.001** 

First-child Birth Age Square 0 0.001 1 [1, 1] 0.035* 

Hukou (ref. = Rural)

Urban -1.11 0.033 0.33 [0.31, 0.35] 0.000*** 

Age Square 0 0 1 [1, 1] 0.000*** 

Whether Employed 
X Income Ranking in Cohort 0.21 0.054 1.23 [1.1, 1.37] 0.000*** 

AIC = 41,530.09, df = 34,083
Note. *** p < .001; ** p < .01; * p < .05.

 



Table 5
Logit Estimates with Education × Cohort Interaction

B SE OR 95% CI p

Intercept 1.94 0.518 6.96 [2.52, 19.22] 0.000*** 

Highest Education Level (ref. = Primary)

Junior High -1.19 0.112 0.31 [0.24, 0.37] 0.000*** 

Senior High -0.18 0.083 0.84 [0.7, 0.97] 0.033* 

Graduate -0.04 0.044 0.96 [0.87, 1.04] 0.320 

Cohort (ref. = 1961-1970)

Cohort 1971-1980 0.32 0.093 1.37 [1.16, 1.68] 0.001** 

Cohort 1981-1990 -0.24 0.059 0.78 [0.69, 0.87] 0.000*** 

Life-course Timing (ref. = Early-childbearing)

Regular-window -0.02 0.068 0.98 [0.86, 1.12] 0.809 

Delayed-childbearing -0.02 0.054 0.98 [0.88, 1.09] 0.655 

Whether Employed 0.05 0.041 1.05 [0.97, 1.14] 0.223 

Income Ranking in Cohort -0.19 0.014 0.83 [0.81, 0.85] 0.000*** 

First-child Birth Age -0.14 0.041 0.87 [0.8, 0.94] 0.001** 

First-child Birth Age Square 0 0.001 1 [1, 1] 0.027* 

Hukou (ref. = Rural)

Urban -1.08 0.033 0.34 [0.32, 0.36] 0.000*** 

Age Square 0 0 1 [1, 1] 0.001** 

Highest Education Level (Junior 
High) X Cohort 1971-1980 1.02 0.222 2.78 [1.89, 4.59] 0.000*** 

Highest Education Level (Senior 
High) X Cohort 1971-1980 0.65 0.168 1.92 [1.43, 2.81] 0.000*** 

Highest Education Level 
(Graduate) X Cohort 1971-1980 0.4 0.084 1.49 [1.28, 1.79] 0.000*** 

Highest Education Level (Junior 
High) X Cohort 1981-1990 0.02 0.151 1.02 [0.74, 1.35] 0.901 



B SE OR 95% CI p

Highest Education Level (Senior 
High) X Cohort 1981-1990 -0.31 0.117 0.73 [0.57, 0.91] 0.008** 

Highest Education Level 
(Graduate) X Cohort 1981-1990 -0.09 0.066 0.92 [0.8, 1.04] 0.193 

Whether Employed X Income 
Ranking in Cohort 0.21 0.054 1.23 [1.1, 1.37] 0.000*** 

AIC = 41,445.44, df = 34,077
Note. *** p < .001; ** p < .01; * p < .05.
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Figure 1. Highest Education Level 
and Replacement-level Fertility Trend by Cohort
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Figure 2. Life-course Timing and Replacement-level Fertility Trend by Cohort

Figure 3. Predicted Probability of Replacement-level Fertility 
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